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“This comedy is festooned with as fine a 
roster of marquee names as the most exacting 
exhibitor can ask for at any time of year.” 

— Motion Picture Daily 
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Four’s A Crowd’ is entertainment that 
theatre operators want.” — Hollywood Reporter 





“A fast-moving comedy ... laughs galore! .. . 
Errol Flynn returns to a modern story with 
all the charm that always marks his screen 
portrayals.” —I A. Examiner 





“This picture is definitely box office.” 


—Shonmen’s Trade Review 





“Preview audience took delight in the crazy 
antics of Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, 
Rosalind Russell and Patric Knowles.” 


—L.A. Times 








Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1938 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers 
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OLIVIA De HAVILLAND 


whe lover 


PATRIC KNOWLES 


who Cover 


ROSALIND RUSSELL 
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A WARNER BROS. Picture 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 








Mat 402 — 576 lines — 60c 
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The thrilling lov 
of ROBIN HOOD 


together for the first 


tneinanerrysmed, | ROSALIND RUSSELL 
1 PATRIC KNOWLES 


FOURS a CROWD 


WALTER CONNOLLY - HUGH HERBERT. MELVILLE COOPER 


A WARNER BROS. Picture fs Ty Directed by Michael Curtiz 
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Mat 216 — 110 lines — 30c 





WALTER HUGH MELVILLE 


CONNOLLY - HERBERT - COOPER 


al) Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 





Mat 215 — 164 lines — 30c 
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WITH TWO BRIDES! 









6 
understand Sweet! 
, e 
ou're marrying me 
eee at eleven!» 


with 


WALTER CONNOLLY - HUGH HERBERT 


who loves to be hated as the marrying parson 


MELVILLE COOPER 


who’s unhappy about the 
whole thing! 


Ae 


Directed by Michael Curtiz ay A WARNER BROS. Picture 
ANZ 


Mat 403 — 680 lines — 60c 


FOURS aCROWD 


And This Crowds A Panic! 


Errol loves Olivia, Olivia loves Pat, 
Pat loves Rosalind, and Rosalind 
loves Errol! Now, Errol likes Pat 
but Pat hates Errol until Rosalind 
meets Olivia! Oh, skip it...they’re 
four people who love each other 
very much...and the picture’s swell! | 


ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA DEHAVILLAND 


ROSALIND RUSSELL 
PATRIC KNOWLES 


Directed by 
MICHAEL CURTIZ 2 
A 
WARNER BROS heey MELVILLE 


NER BROS. AOWNOLLY = HERBERT « COOPER 
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Mat 210 — 284 lines — 30c 


ERROL FLYNN 

OLIVIA De HAVILLA 
ROSALIND RUSSEL 
PATRI KNOWLES: 


W. 
ONNOLLY - HUGH HERBERT - MELVILLE COOPER 
A WARNER BROS. Picture - Directed by Michael Curtiz 


A WARNER BROS. Picture > Directe d by MICHAEL CuRTIZ 





Mat 212 — 74 lines — 30c Mat 116 — 30 lines — 5c 
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That’s why we say 


FoURS a CROWD 


.. . and this crowd’s a panic! 


min & 2 4’ Win 
CONNOLLY We Sav) Eo) Wns 
aes: : as 


GH HERBERT 


loves 
everybody 





A WARNER BROS. PICTURE \QI[7 DIRECTED BY MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Mat 303 — 483 lines — 45c 
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oo ~=witnh WALTER CONNOLLY - HUGH 
Rigp HERBERT - MELVILLE COOPER 


| 
; l Directed by Michael Curtiz - A WARNER BROS. Picture 





Mat 306 — 255 lines. — 45c 


Sais with 
WALTER CONNOLLY - HUGH HERBERT 
MELVILLE COOPER * Directed by Michael Curtiz 
A WARNER BROS. Picture 





Mat 118 — 58 lines — [5c 
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LIFT NEXT 
Directed by 
MICHAEL CURTIZ PAGE FOR 
A WARNER BROS. ADDITIONAL 
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Mat 209 — 170 lines — 30c 
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Directed by Michael Curtiz 
A WARNER BROS. Picture 





win WALTER CONNOLLY 
HUGH HERBERT - MELVILLE COOPER 


A WARNER BROS. Picture+Directed by Michael Curtiz 





Mat 113 — 67 lines — I5c 
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ROSALIND 


RUSSELL+ KNOWLES=& 
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WALTER HUGH MELVI 


CONNOLLY HERBERT COOPER 
...and nothings ever 


been LUNN IeR | 


Mat 305 — 252 lines — 45c 
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WY ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA De HAVILLAND 
who Loves 
PATRIC KNOWLES 
who Loves 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 


A WARNER BROS. Picture @uID) 





Mat 214 — 146 lines — 30c 













ERROL FLYNN 


De HAVILLAND 
KNOWLES 


RUSSELL 
uthe -- 


oft Gikate th dos! aa — 
WALTER CONNOLLY 4°7~ HUGH 
THEATRE HERBERT (4°, MELVILLE COOPER 


A WARNER BROS. Picture - Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Mat 213 — 220 lines — 30c 





WALTER CONNOLLY - HUGH HERBERT 


MELVILLE COOPER © pirecteo by michae! cutiz 
A WARNER BROS. Picture 





Mat 108 — 46 lines — 15c 





FOLLOW THE CROWD TO 





Walter Connolly -Hugh Herbert - Melville Cooper 
A WARNER BROS. Picture - Directed by Michael Curtiz 





Mat 115 — 20 lines — I5c 
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CONNOLLY HERBERT COOPER 





There’s 


LOVING... 














And 
Then There’s 
j 





wity WALTER CONNOLLY 
HUGH HERBERT - MELVILLE COOPER 


Directed by Michael Curtiz A WARNER BROS. Picture 








Mat 117 — 79 lines — 5c 


HUGH MELVILLE 


Mat 207 — 152 lines — 30c 
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A WARNER BROS. Picture 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 
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ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA De HAVILLAND 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 
PATRIC KNOWLES 





WALTER CONNOLLY-HUGH HERBERT 
J MELVILLE COOPER svar sros ree 
a 


Mat 211 — 112 lines — 30c 





«THEY FELL IN LOVE...FOUR AT A TIME!. 


Mat 217 — 80 lines — 30c 


Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. present 59 


FRROL FLYNN = OUIVIA DE HAVILLAND = 
RSHLND RUSSELL PATRI, KNOWLES 


‘“FOUR’S A CROWD" 


with 
WALTER CONNOLLY @ HUGH HERBERT 
MELVILLE COOPER 


Directed by Michael Curtiz 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson and Sig Herzig 
From a Story by Wallace Sullivan 


A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
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ROSALIND RUSSELL 


WHO IS YOU-KNOW-WHAT 
ABOUT ERROL FLYNN 


WALTER CONNOLLY 
HUGH HERBERT 
MELVILLE COOPER 


Directed by Michael Curtiz - A WARNER BROS Picture 


Mat 114 — 118 lines — 15c 





Make a play for the biggest crowds right in your theatre 
—on your sereen = with the Vitaphone Trailer! 


Vitaphone Shorts 


SATURDAY NIGHT SWING CLUB — 
A real ‘jam session’ with Leith Stevens 
and Orch., Bobby Hackett and Orch., 
Paul Douglas, and Chauncey Morehouse. 

(Melody Masters—3717—10 minutes) 


PICTORIAL REVUE No. 12 — The 'in- 
side’ on Hollywood; the sport of scull- 
ing, fur fashions, and other interesting 
items. Clem McCarthy announces sport 
sequences. 

(Pictorial Revues—3812—10 minutes) 


& 
CARTOON —"'Porky's Party’ is a hilari- 


ous festival where the guests find a silk- 
worm in the ice cream, and Porky's dog 


gets gay on a quart of hair tonic. 
(Looney Tunes—3613—7 minutes) 


BROADWAY REVUE —"Up in Lights” 
tells story of chorus girl who wanted to 
be a star. Pat Rooney and Rosie Moran 
head list of specialty entertainers. 
(Broadway Brevity—3018—20 minutes) , 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON —'Love & 
Curses''— a satire on the old time melo- 
drama. Pokes fun at the usual villain, 
hero, sawmill and train incidents. 

(Merry Melody—3416—7 minutes) 


FLOYD GIBBONS —"Night Intruder’’— 

A thrilling true adventure story related 

by Floyd Gibbons in his usual exciting 
manner. 

(Your True Adventure Series 

38312—14 minutes) 
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A CONTEST FOR PATRO 


A TRAIN-NAMING CONTEST IN 





National Advertising in Boys’ Life=Sco 
Widely Read Magazsines=10.000 P 
Reaching 735.000 Mode 
43.000 I 





$300 CASH 


FOR THE BEST LOBBY DISPLAY 


$150 to Theatre Exhibitors 
$150 to Lionel Dealers 


Lionel will give a first prize of $100 and 
a second prize of $50, to theatre exhib- 
itors, and the same division of prize 
money to Lionel dealers, for the most 
showmanlike promotion of a “Name- 
the-Train” Contest to be conducted co- 
operatively by exhibitors and the Lionel 
dealers. Dealers are urged by mail to 
cooperate with all theatres, so be sure 
to contact your local Lionel dealers im- 
mediately. Arrange for attractive lobby 
displays of trains, stations, tunnels, 
bridges, and other scenic effects that 
will promote interest in Lionel Trains 
and your showing of “‘Four’s A Crowd.” 






1. 10,000 posters, printed in color (see sample inserted in this pr 
dealers. Letters explaining the poster and urging cooperation, s 







2. Publicity concerning the picture in the Lionel news-stand public: 
terested in model railroading. Contest also publicized in hardwa 






3. Advertising in Boys’ Life, Scouting and other boy magazines. (§ 
letters mailed to all scout leaders urging the participation of sec 








4. Lionel contacts over 1,000 model railroad clubs throughout the 
thusiasts, acquainting them with this contest and urging them to 








3. Illustration above shows the train which can be used as prize in 
Pp 
price. Newspaper mats illustrating this train will be sent, free o: 


John, LIONEL CORPORATION, 15 East 26th Street, New York 









Did you ever see Pop playing 





around with Junior’s toy trains? Now Train Gam 

One of the New York stores has 
developed a new stunt to be worked 
with a toy train outfit. Designed to 
call attention to the new develop- 
ments in remote control, but just as 
good for theatre use, for any stunt 
with a toy train means b.o. coin. — 

Store has fitted up a considerable 
trackage with a train, switches and 
signal lights all operated from al 
pair of switchboards. Contestant con- 
trols the operation of the train, 
while a store attendant puts on the 
red lights, danger signals and the 
like. Idea is to take the train over 


It’s a treat for everyone in the 
family — except Junior. Round 
up all the Casey Joneses in town 
for a “Train Party” at your thea- 
tre week before picture opens. 
Illustration at right is a replica 


of a novel gag used on the West 


€ hi 
Plete concentratinn re 





d| 
t iteh;, 
d man? "Proving slences | 


Coast to invite the stars to a train 


F ‘ . ies % oe the track in the shortest possible 
party. You can print one just like te tai ach ne re witerasee lo, Fy time, but penalties are imposed for 
z . mete ten **804Is and all cubes <8", Switch ine end enn at noon, f not stopping at stations, whistling 
it locally. Local railroad can co- sedis Sern aan Pree. keel : for crossings or halting for danger 

: Pe cae ; teiltoad in HES signals. Boy who makes the fastest 
operate by supplying experts for es 7 iis, time under perfect operation to get 

the set. 


demonstration purposes and per- Can be worked in the lobby or in 


haps lending its oldest engineers 


for color. Be sure reporters are 


on hand for newspaper breaks. 
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the cooperating store, and will tie 
the men up in gangs. A more elab- 
orate installation could be made in 
the theatre mezzanine, if the noise 
cannot reach the auditorium, and the 
trouble will probably be to keep the 
oldsters from ousting the kids. 
Nothing seems to possess an ap- 
peal equal to a toy train to the 
grown-up boys, and the publicity 
can be tied to almost any picture. 


P WITH LIONEL ELECTRIC TRAINS 











NS — PRIZES FOR YOU! 


YOUR THEATRE PROMOTED BY 





uting=-The Model Builder And I4 Other 
osters=1000 Model Railroad Clubs 


iM Train Enthusiasts = 


Dealers 





‘ess book), announcing the ‘““Name-the-Train’’ Contest to Lionei 
ent to tie-in with local showings. 


ation — The Model Builder — reaching over 100,000 boys in- 


re, electrical, and department store merchandising trade papers. 


See illustration at the right). In cooperation with these magazines, 
puts in this contest. 


» United States with memberships of over 75,000 model train en- 
» plug the contest among their membership. 


this contest. Available to exhibitors at a special manufacturing 


{ charge, to all exhibitors upon request. Write to Mr. Archer St. 
< City. 


Oy ait auol 
eval ideas 


a | Get the town’s ‘‘Casey 


Toy Trains Again ™ Joneses” interested with a 


Probably no single stunt has 
brought more money to picture box 
offices than the toy railroad train. 
It always gets the coin. Recently the 
stunt has been dormant, along with 
a host of other good ideas, but War- 
ners’ ‘Four Is a Crowd’ makes’ im- 
mortant use of toy trains in the pic- 
ure and this gives an opening to 
#uild up on the idea for lobby or 

indow use or both. No exhibitor 

ill be doing his full duty by him- 
self if he passes over the idea. 

Warner studio flacks recently 
worked a preview of the layout used 
at the Burbank studio, with about 
125 newspaper writers attending. 
They were permitted to operate the 
trains over nearly a mile of O gauge 
track and a fine time was had by all. 
Several smaller layouts were tem- 
porarily put in for the visitors to 
play with, and souvenirs were engi- 
neers’ caps, toys signal lanterns and 
toy trains. 

If space permits, it would be a 
good idea to contact a toy store and 
set up a layout in the mezzanine 
foyer or rest room for even two or 
three weeks before the picture comes 
along. Run a table the full length 
of the room and use all the track- 
age and accessories you can borrow. 


race for home-made model 
trains. Tracks on which 
model trains race are pro- 
moted from local Lionel 
dealer or from participants 
in contest. The trains 
would have to race indi- 
vidually against time, of 
course, since it would 
searcely be possible to get 
enough trackage and find a 
place large enough to have 
all the entrants start at 
once. Award prizes to 
owners of winning models. 
Spectators can be divided 
into cheering sections to 
root for their favorites. 
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NATIONAL ADVERTISING IN 17 MAGS 





AMERICAN BOY (November) 
BOY’S LIFE (November) 
ELECTRICAL DEALER (September) 
ELECTRICAL WORLD (September) 
HARDWARE AGE (September) 
HARDWARE RETAILER 

(September) 
MODEL BUILDER (July) 


MINIATURE RAILROADING 
: (October) 
OPEN ROAD FOR BOYS 
(November) 


Train Engineer Hats are 
just the thing for distribu- 
tion at your “*Train Party.” 
Made of strong paper with 
cardboard peak, in chil- 
dren’s and adult sizes. 
Prices are as follows: 1— 
35, 6 cents each; 36—75, 
5 cents each; 100 and over, 
4. cents each; lots of one 
thousand, 3% cents each. 
Theatre imprinting free 
for orders over 100. Order 
from the Economy Novelty 
and Printing Company, 225 
West 39th Street, New York 
City. All prices quoted are 
F.O.B. New York City. 


PLAYTHINGS (August) 
POPULAR MECHANICS 
(November) 
POPULAR SCIENCE (October) 
RAILROAD MAGAZINE 
(November) 
SCOUTING (November) 
TOYS AND BICYCLES (August) 
THE MODEL CRAFTSMAN 
(October) 
THE MODEL RAILROADER 
(October) 


How To Play Trains And Have Fun 


Run a ‘‘Lucky Number 
Contest” in conjunction 


with your local Lionel 
Train display in lobby. 
Idea is to place small cards 
with numbers at various in- 
tervals along the track. Pa- 
trons draw corresponding 
numbers from large box. 
Train is then started and 
stopped by patron partici- 
pating in the contest. Num- 
ber nearest point where 
front of train stops is the 
winning number. This pro- 
cedure is repeated again 
and again. Patrons holding 
winning numbers receive 


prizes promoted from local 
dealer and guest tickets. 








Lead Story 


Brilliant Cast In Four’s A Crowd’ 





Top-Notch Comedy Coming To Strand 


Errol Flynn, Olivia detrevalinnd: 
Rosalind Russell, Patric Knowles 


Star Quartet Of New Laugh Hit 


With a cast topped by Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Patric Knowles, 
‘¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ Warner Bros. 
swiftly-paced comedy romance, will 
be the next attraction at the 
Strand Theatre starting Friday. 
Walter Connolly, Hugh Herbert, 
Melville Cooper and Franklin 
Pangborn are also featured. 


In the filming of ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the objective of every one 
concerned was to set a new all-time 
laugh record, and, in keeping with 
this laudable purpose, there is not 
a single moment in the picture 
which is intended to be taken se- 
riously. 

The quartette to whom the title 
refers is made up of Errol Flynn, 
as a former newspaper editor who 
has become a high-powered public 
relations counsellor; Olivia de Hav- 
jliand, as a spoiled heiress to many 
millions; Rosalind Russell, as a 
clever and witty, as well as good- 
looking, newspaper reporter; and 
Patrice Knowles, rich playboy en- 
gaged to wed Olivia, who inherits 
the paper on which Rosalind works. 

The crowding to which the mem- 
bers of the quartette subject each 
other begins when Pat decides to 
end his newspaper’s existence be- 
cause it is losing money but is 


Advance Feature 


roundly denounced by the out- 
spoken Rosalind, who ends her ti- 
rade with the advice that all the 
owner need do to turn his paper 
into a moneymaker is to hire a 
live-wire newspaperman like Errol 
as managing editor. 

Pat takes the advice, Errol re- 
turns to the newspaper business, 
and, looking for a sensational issue 
to arouse interest, launches a se- 
ries of attacks on Olivia’s grand- 
father, played by Walter Connolly, 
who is an irascible and unscrupu- 
lous millionaire business brigand 
with two hobbies—miniature rail- 
road trains and a pack of eighteen 
Great Danes which he is wont to 
sic on unwelcome visitors to his es- 
tate. 

Errol meets Olivia and gives her 
the romantic rush, although he is 
also courting Rosalind. He is so 
successful with Olivia that she 
breaks her engagement to Pat, and 
the latter turns to Rosalind for 
solace. He gets it—and an elope- 


An Actor By Trade, Flynn 
Is Adventurer By Choice 


Errol Flynn’s life divides into 
several major activities. 

Most of his time of course, 
goes to motion pictures, for he 
is one of Hollywood’s biggest 
stars. : 

But Errol has other absorp- 
tions. 

One of these is his investments. 
Partly in California real estate, 
partly in stocks and bonds, partly 
in endowment. insurance, and 
partly in yachts, the young ac- 
tor has-had creditable success 
with his efforts to make two dol- 
lars sprout where he planted only 
one. 

Another pet activity is Flynn’s 
writing. He is quite professional 
about it; already has one remun- 
erative adventure volume (“Beam 
Ends”) and several magazine ar- 
ticles to his credit; and applies 
himself intermittently to the 
completion of another book and 
additional magazine stories. 

But none of these things sup- 
plies a main motive for Flynn. 
That arises from his zest for out- 


Advance Shorts 


Robin Hood Stars In 
‘Four’s A Crowd’ 


Robin Hood is a newspaper edi- 
tor, Maid Marian is a spoiled 
young heiress, Will Scarlet is a 
playboy publisher, and the High 
Sheriff of Nottingham is a mil- 
lionaire’s butler. In short, the 
stars who made ‘‘The Adventures 
of Robin Hood’’ such a great pic- 
ture are back in a fast modern 
comedy of newspaper life that is 
as distinctly twentieth century as 
‘¢Robin Hood’’ was fifteenth. 

It’s ‘‘Four’s .A Crowd’’ which 
comes to the Strand on Friday, and 
Errol (Robin Hood) Flynn, Olivia 
(Maid Marian) de.-Havilland and 
Patric (Will Scarlet) Knowles, 

‘ with Rosalind Russell making a 
fourth, head the cast. Melville 
Cooper, ex-High Sheriff, is in the 
upporting cast with Walter Con- 
je Hugh Herbert, Franklin 

angborn, Herman Bing, Margaret 


‘Hamilton and a host of others. 


(siited trish Star 
Of ‘Four’s A Crowd 
Divides His Time 


door adventure. Flynn intends 
eventually to duplicate in real 
life some of the deeds which the 
scenarists have given him for his 
picture stories. 


Before he launches on his 
career as gentleman adventurer, 
however, the young Scotch-Irish- 
man wants to have the savings 
from a number of years of film 
stardom with which to finance his 
expeditions and to cushion any 
future bad luck. That is where 
the tieup between Flynn’s career, 
which mildly amuses him, and his 
future career, which engrosses his 
ambitions exceedingly, comes in. 


It has made Flynn very clear- 
headed about budgeting his ener- 


TOY TRAIN LIGHTER 


For the miniature railroad set 
in ‘*Four’s A Crowd,’’ the War- 
ner Bros. comedy coming to the 
Strand, studio technicians fixed a 
top freight car so its lid would 
open up when a spring was touched 
and show a cargo of cigarettes. 
Hitched behind the freight car in 
the top train was a miniature rail- 
road tank ear, filled with lighter 
fluid and with its brake wheel ar- 
ranged to strike a light. 





OLIVIA LOSES MILLIONS 


Olivia -de Havilland suffered a 
loss of $72,000,000 in one day. 
Olivia, when working in ‘‘ Four’s 


A Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. com- — 


edy opening Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, started out originally to 
be an heiress with a bankroll of 
$80,000,000. Casey Robinson, who 
adapted the Wallace Sullivan story 
for the screen, rewrote the figure, 
however, and reduced Olivia to a 
mere $8,000,000, his single pen 
stroke causing her the loss of some 
seventy-two millions. 


ment. This merry mix-up proves 
the truth of the title, but the final 
scene in the office of a bewildered 
justice of the peace clears up the 
matter. 


That the justice is played by 
Hugh Herbert is a cue to the hila- 
rious aspects of the dual wedding 
scene. He tries his best to dis- 
suade the foursome from their 
marital intentions, but after much 
switching of partners, two pairs 
are wed, and set off on a honey- 
moon with Connolly and the Great 
Danes in hot pursuit. 

Throughout the story are scat- 
tered scores of hilarious incidents, 
such as the race of the miniature 
railroad trains, in which Errol re- 
sorts to trickery to insure victory 
of his entry over Grandpa’s pet 
flyer. Responsible for most of 
these incidents are Casey Robinson 
and Sig Herzig, who wrote the 
screen play, which is based on a 
story by Wallace Sullivan. Michael 
Curtiz directed. 





gies, planning his future, and 
handling his finances. ; 

When Errol is assigned to a 
new picture, he always tries to 
get a second film scheduled upon 
the heels of the first one, so that 
he will be able to add the two 
vacation periods together, and 
take the double time off at the 
end of the second film instead of 
two brief rest periods between 
assignments. His longer vaca- 
tions he devotes to deep sea 
cruises. 

That is what he did in the 
ease of “Four’s A Crowd,” his 
latest Warner Bros. picture, 
which opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. He went into this im- 
mediately after finishing his 
many weeks of work on “The 
Adventures of Robin Hood,” but 
as soon as “Four’s A Crowd” was 
completed he hastened to Miami, 
Fla., to meet and board his new 
78-foot ketch, “Sirocco.” 

Flynn also owns a 50-foot yawl, 
“Cheerio II’; and he drives and 
prizes a 19-foot speedboat. No 
other actor in Hollywood ean sail, 
or has sailed, the deep water as 
Flynn has. He has been both 
ordinary seaman and navigator 
on small schooners threading the 
reefs of the East Indies... In 
short, he has salt in his blood — 
and salt, like murder—will out! 





‘Four’s A Crowd’ 
Has Four-Star Cast 


‘¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ with Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Patric Knowles 
making up the stellar quadrangle, 
is the highly hilarious newspaper 


comedy which opens tomorrow at | 


the Strand Theatre. 


When Rosalind Russell, a news- 
paper reporter, wins Patric Know- 
les, playboy publisher, over to hir- 
ing Errol Flynn, a whirlwind press 
agent, as his editor, Flynn picks 
Walter Connolly, a piratical cap- 
tain of industry, as the butt of 
circulation-building campaign. 
Then he makes love to Olivia de 
Havilland, Connolly’s grand- 
daughter, which in turn makes eyv- 
erybody hopping mad — Rosalind 
because she is in love with Flynn, 
Patric because he’s in love with 


-Olivia and Connolly because he 


likes to get mad. From there on 
it’s a free-for-all, with high com- 
edy sustained throughout. 


[14] 








at 201—30c 





ERROL FLYNN, conquering hero of so many great film romances, sets out to 
conquer hearts and gets one more than he bargained for in "Four's A Crowd," 
the romantic comedy which is coming to the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


‘ Mat 204—30¢ 
TWO IS COMPANY — especially when one of them is the be-dimpled Olivia 
de Havilland and the other is the handsome and roguish Errol Flynn, but they 
find out that "Four's A Crowd''— the merriest film comedy of the year. 





Mat 203—30c 


THE LADY IS ANNOYED and Patric Knowles finds that even such a pretty 
fist as Olivia de Havilland's can give out with plenty of sock. It's part of the 
hilarious goings-on in ''Four's A Crowd" coming to the Strand Theatre. 


Mat 202—30e 


OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND knows she's in love — but she's not sure with whom. 
That's the pitiful plight she faces as the pretty spoiled — and very pretty — 
heiress in "Four's A Crowd" which is opening today at the Strand Theatre. 





Mat 206—30¢ 
SUGAR WITH YOUR TEA? No, thanks, Errol Flynn takes his tea and his 
kisses straight, and Olivia de Havilland will have the same, please. The doggy 
can't make up his mind. The scene is from "'Four's A Crowd" at the Strand. 
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ROSALIND RUSSELL thinks a kiss on the lips is worth two on the hand. Her 
not-so-bold lover is Patric Knowles and together they make up half of the 
frolicsome crowd in ‘'Four's A Crowd," the current comedy at the Strand. 





Opening Day 








‘Four’s A Crond Crowded With 
Stars And Comedy At Strand 


Flynn Loves Olivia deHavilland, Who Loves 
Patric Knowles, Whko Loves Rosalind 
Russell In Fast-Paced Romantic Comedy 


Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havil- 
land, Rosalind Russell and Patric 
Knowles share starring honors in 
the new Warner Bros. comedy, 
‘“Four’s A Crowd,’’ which opens 
today at the Strand Theatre. 

‘“Four’s A Crowd’’ has only 
one objective, and that’s to make 
the audience laugh. It is an up-to- 
the-minute comedy of the Ameri- 
ean scene. The story moves along 
at a breathless pace, with a rapid- 
fire succession of novel and humor- 
ous twists. 


The four persons with whose for- 
tunes it is mainly concerned are: 
A bright and fiscinating newspa- 
perman, played by Errol Flynn; 
a spoiled but charming heiress, 
played by Olivia de Havilland; a 
clever smoothie of a girl reporter, 
played by Rosalind Russell; and a 
rich playboy, played by Patric 
Knowles, who inherits a newspa- 
per. 

Also prominent in the proceed- 
ings is Walter Connolly as a ra- 
pacious buceaneer of the business 
world who is Olivia’s grandfather. 


Motivate this group with Errol’s 
desire to get himself a slice of the 
old man’s millions and his efforts 
to court Olivia and Rosalind simul- 
taneously, Olivia’s indecision as to 


Review 


whether she loves Errol or Pat 
more, Rosalind’s desire to capture 
Errol for herself, Pat’s wish to 
marry Olivia, and the old man’s 
determination to hang onto his 
granddaughter and his millions, 
and you have the essence of 
‘“Pour’s A Crowd.’’ 


The story begins with Knowles, 
inheriting a newspaper and then 
deciding to end its existence be- 
cause it is unprofitable. Here Miss 
Russell tells the playboy what she 
thinks of him and persuades him 
not only to keep the paper alive 
but to hire as its managing edi- 
tor Mr. Flynn, who had recently 
retired from newspaper work to 
become a high-powered ‘‘ public re- 
lations counsellor.’’ 


Flynn does put the paper on its 
feet, his main device to arouse in- 
terest being to launch a series of 
attacks on Connolly’s business 
manipulations. Complications en- 
sue when he meets Olivia, for Er- 
rol, who is already giving Rosalind 


Fours A Crond’ Is Year's 
Most Laugh-Packed Hit 


Errol Flynn loves Olivia de 
Havilland, who has a yen for Pat- 
rie Knowles, who is that well- 
known way about Rosalind Russell 
who goes for Errol — but big! 
And thereby hangs the tale of 
‘“‘FPour’s A Crowd,’’ the every- 
minute-a-laugh comedy that had 
Strand Theatre audiences rolling 
in the aisles when it opened there 
yesterday. 


That the title is an apt one be- 
comes more and more apparent as 
the amours of the handsome young 
quartet get more and more in- 
volved. Then in steps Walter Con- 
nolly — grandpa to Olivia, and 
an ill-tempered captain of indus- 
try with an all-absorbing interest 
in his miniature railroad — to 
further complicate a not altogether 
simple situation. 


Flynn is a high-pressure public 
relations counsel, whom Knowles 
hires as editor of his paper, at the 
urgent behest of Miss Russell, a 
sob sister who has something more 
than the interests of the newspaper 
at heart. Flynn’s brainstorm for 


LENGTH — 8245 FEET 


STORY SYNOPSIS: (not for pub- 
lication) Errol Flynn loves Olivia 
de Havilland, who loves Patric 
Knowles who loves Rosalind Rus- 
sell— who isn't telling! Added 
complications: Errol works for Pat- 
ric, and is boosting the circula- 
tion of his newspaper by writing 
lampoons on Walter Connolly, pi- 
ratical old millionaire and Olivia's 
grandfather, then plays both ends 
against the middle by getting 
himself hired as Connolly's press 
agent. From there on, the story 
wends its hilarious way to a double 
wedding, in which the frolicking 
foursome is finally divided up in 
two twos — for life! 


building circulation is a series of 
articles denouncing Connolly. 
Then, playing both ends against 
the middle with gay insoucianee, 
Errol proceeds to sell himself to 
Connolly as a press agent and a 
grandson-in-law, and to become en- 
gaged to Rosalind. That the final 
scene has the four romantics in a 
marrying mood and Connolly in a 
state of apoplexy is all we’re go- 


something of a rush, becomes ro- 
mantiecally interested in the rich 
girl too, who happens to be en- 
gaged to Knowles. 


Flynn also plays both ends 
against the middle by getting Con- 
nolly to retain him as public rela- 
tions counsellor for the purpose of 
putting a different picture of the 
millionaire before the public to 
the one which Flynn’s paper is 
so busily painting. He accomplishes 
this by the simple trick of pre- 
tending a vast interest in the old 
man’s pet hobby — an elaborate 
toy railroad set. From there on 
the story is off on a mad whirl 
with a final double wedding scene 
that is a near-panic. 


Aside from the principals named, 
other contributors to the infectious 
merriment of ‘‘Four’s A Crowd,’’ 
include Hugh Herbert, Melville 
Cooper, Franklin Pangborn, Her- 
man Bing, Margaret Hamilton, 
Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham, 
Dennie Moore and Gloria Blondell. 


ing to tell you about the swell 
surprise finish. 

Flynn, Miss de Havilland and 
Knowles, who so recently covered 
themselves with glory in the Tech- 
nicolor production ‘‘The Adven- 
tures of Robin Hood’’ prove to be 
just as effortlessly at home in 
ultra-modern comedy. Rosalind 
Russell, borrowed from another 
studio for the role, is perfectly cast 
as a feminine newshawk with a 
sense of humor. Add to that Wal- 
ter Connolly at his highly explosive 
best, Melville Cooper and Hugh 
Herbert in stand-out comedy bits, 
and you’ve got an acting line-up 
unequalled in any comedy this 
year. 

The direction, under the aegis 
of Michael Curtiz, is flawless, 
keeping the riotous situations just 
far enough off the slapstick side, 
as they go along at an almost 
breathless pace. The script, writ- 
ten by Casey Robinson and Sig 
Herzig and based on a story by 
Wallace Sullivan, has far more 
story value than the usual comedy, 
and the dialogue is the wittiest 
to come out of a sound track in 
many a moon. 

Strictly in the don’t-miss class— 
and don’t forget to bring the kid- 
dies to see what is probably the 
most elaborate set of toy trains 
extant. P.S.: Their daddies will 
get a kick out of it, too. 


RUNNING TIME — 91 MINUTES 
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Advance Feature 


Rosalind Russell Rejoicing 


Over Demise Of Lady Mary’ 


Lady Mary went out on a 
bender. 

Lady Mary played her first film 
role in which she could chew 
gum, 

The “Lady Mary” cognomen is 
one Rosalind Russell chose for 
herself to describe the characters 
she has played ever since she 
started her film career. 

Her first gum-chewing role is 
that of Jean Christy, gal re- 
porter, in “Four’s A Crowd,” 
Warner Bros. film opening Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, in 
which she appears with Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland and 
Patric Knowles. 

Jean Christy is Rosalind Rus- 
sel’s rebellion against Lady 
Mary. “I was afraid of being 
typed so definitely as a Lady 
Mary,” says she, “that my acting 
career would be limited to those 
parts. I hope the role in “Four’s 
A Crowd” shows them — audi- 
ences and producers — that I can 
do other things as well.” 

“Four’s A Crowd” was also 
Miss Russell’s first newspaper 
film, thus giving her two prece- 
dents at once. 

Miss Russell was graduated 
with honors from New York’s 
National Academy. The night 
she received her diploma she got 
an offer to appear as a leading 
lady with a stock company at 
$100 a week. Magnificent as the 
sum was, Miss Russell turned it 
down because she didn’t think it 
was enough. She isn’t sure now 
on what basis she decided a nov- 
ice was worth more than $100 
a week. 

Shortly after the first offer she 
got another which was “more like 
it.” She took the second one 
and began her career as a lead- 
ing lady, against her will, how- 
ever, because she believed she 
would do better to start in lesser 


MELVILLE COOPER 
IS TOY TRAIN FAN 


Melville Cooper had the time of 
his life when he played the part 
of Walter Connolly’s butler in 
“¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ now showing 
at the Strand Theatre. It seems 
that Melville is a toy railroad fan 
of the first rank. And Connolly’s 
hobby in the picture is his elab- 
orate minia- 
ture railroad, 
which he runs 
day and night 
with Cooper’s 
assistance. 

Laid out 
over 2400 
square feet of 
dexterously 
landscaped 
floor space in- 
side Sound 
Stage Twenty-Two at the 
Warner Bros. Studio was a com- 
plete railroad system. It had a 
double tracked road, crossing thir- 
teen bridges, circling the sides of 
sun baked and brush elad_ hills 
which were 1/100 of one per cent 
actual size, clambering over the 
tops of tiny ridges and looping 
around the shores of a lake the 
dimensions of a dish pan. 

It was such a railroad as Santa 
Claus would fetch to the richest 
boy in the world, if the richest boy 
had the brains of Warner Bros.’ 
electrical, miniature, prop, land- 
scaping, metal shop, carpentry, and 
blue print departments to work for 
him. 

In the film story, Olivia de Hav- 
illand plays Walter’s granddaugh- 
ter, a sprightly lass who is woo- 
ed by Errol Flynn and Patrice 
Knowles, while Rosalind Russell is 
the other member of the romantic 
foursome. 

The toy railroad system was op- 
erated from an elevated platform 
outside the actual set. Fifteen 
electric circuits were operated from 
that platform, and the system was 
broken up into fifteen sections. 
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roles. She had expected to play 
bits when she started, and want- 
ed to, because she had a burning 
desire to master every detail of 
the profession she had chosen for 
herself. But a leading lady she 
remained—both in stock and in 
Broadway. 

Then she found herself in Hol- 
lywood, a sereen leading lady 
and star. She had broken her 


string of star parts on the stage 
with only one tough characteriza- 
tion. And now she has broken 
the Lady Mary jinx in her film 
career with a role which, if not 
tough, is at least forthright and 
unhampered by elegance. 
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City Room 
The McCoy In 
New Comedy 


Newspapers and newspapermen 
look like newspapers and newspa- 
permen in ‘‘ Four’s A Crowd,’’ the 
Warner Bros. comedy with Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Patrice Knowles 
which opens Friday at the Strand. 

Michael Curtiz, devotee of real- 
ism and director of ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ saw to that as soon as 
he made a visit to the Los Angeles 
newspapers when he got his latest 
directorial assignment. 

Curtiz for long had believed that 
newspapers were run in what is 
now known as the style of ‘‘ movie 
journalism.’’ He thought report- 
ers wore gin bottles for bouton- 
nieres, threw everything on the 
floor, typed with their feet on the 
desk and comported themselves in 
the manner to which audiences 
have long since been accustomed. 

His visits to the plants and of- 
fices of three metropolitan dailies 
changed Curtiz’s mind and brought 
one of the screen’s initial repre- 
sensations of the press as it is. The 
newspaper sets in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ in fact, are almost exact 
reproductions of one of the papers 
Curtiz visited. Reporters and exeec- 
utives look like reporters and exee- 
utives. They act the way real news- 
papermen do. 

Curtiz’s penchant for realism ex- 
tends to his technique with laugh- 
ter as well, that’s why ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd’’—although a comedy from 
fade-in to fade-out, is such satis- 
fying entertainment. 


CURTIZ HAS SPOKEN! 


Not even the Greeks have words 
to deseribe Michael Curtiz’s man- 
ipulation of the English language. 
When he wanted to tell Rosalind 
Russell that there was a little too 
much Mayfair in her dialogue de- 
livery for « scene in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy 
now showing at the Strand Thea- 
tre, Mike said, ‘‘You speak too 
much with afternoon tea accent.’’ 
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ERROL FLYNN (above) in ''Four's 
A Crowd" is a high pressure press 
agent who thinks he's in love with 


OLIVIA DEHAVILLAND (left) a 
pretty spoiled—but very pretty—little 
heiress to millions, and engaged to 


PATRIC KNOWLES (right) who 
thinks three's a triangle and "'Four's 
A Crowd," but two's company with 


ROSALIND RUSSELL (below) a nim- 
ble-witted newshawk carrying the 
torch for the guy who started all this. 
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‘WHO'S HUGH?’ IS 
POSTMAN PUZZLE 


One of Hollywood’s strictest 
rules is that two people of the 
same name can’t both be successes. 
The Hugh Herberts knock Holly- 
wood’s theory into a woman’s 
cocked hat of last year’s vintage. 

Both Holly- 
wood Hugh 
Herberts are 
successes and 
the-two of 
them get each 
other’s mail 
to the confu- 
sion of each. 
Hugh Her- 
bert the actor 
is one fellow. 
F. Hugh Her- 
bert, the writ- 
er, is another. 

Hugh Herbert, the actor who 
appears in ‘‘Four’s A Crowd,’’ 
new Warner Bros. comedy starring 
Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, 
Patric Knowles and Rosalind Rus- 
sell, at the Strand Theatre, doesn’t 
know what can be done about the 
situation. 

‘‘AHughsually,’’ said Hugh, ‘‘we 
get each other’s mail, but we don’t 
mind. Sometimes two people who 
have the same name decide to draw 
lots for it—or else one can shoot 
the other. But F. Hugh Herbert 
has a good name as a writer, and 
I’ve worked all my life under the 
name of Hugh Herbert. And we 
like it, so I guess we’ll just go on 
as hughusual. Of course, it’s real 
confusion when we both work on 
the same picture, as happened a 
few years.ago. Hugh wrote. Hugh 
acted in it. We had everybody 
crazy. Hugh-Hugh, folks! ’’ 





Mat 112—15ce 


[16] 








Current Feature 


Olivia Finds Socking Man 
Is A Very Pleasant Thrill 


By CARLISLE JONES 


Olivia de Havilland, sometimes 
called ‘‘ Little Olivia,’’ sat on her 
feet in the big chair—the one with 
springs—and grinned impishly. 

‘““Today,’’ she said wickedly, ‘‘I 
slapped a man. It was wonderful! 
And such fun. I want to do it 
often.’? 

This reporter, who for the past 
three years has regarded Olivia as 
the personification of gentleness, 
could hardly believe his ears. 

“*T didn’t intend to hurt him, 
of course, because I’m not mad 
at him, really, you know. But the 
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Does Rosalind 
Tell All In Her 
New Novel? 


The true story of Rosalind Rus- 
sell’s book has not yet been print- 
ed. 

First of all, the star explained 
one day on the set of ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy 
at the Strand, the title of her book 
is not ‘‘So This Is Hollywood,’’ 
“*T Come To Hollywood’’ or any 
of the other variations which have 
been printed in recent newspaper 
items about the book. 

The title of the forthcoming 
Rosalind Russell book is — ‘‘ And 
So I Came to Hollywood.’’ 

Reports of the subject matter of 
Miss Russell’s book are inaccurate. 
The beautiful author, however, re- 
fuses to describe the book in any 
way, except to say that every word 
in it will be true. Whether it is 
autobiographical or not she will 
not say. 

The book will be finished within 
the next three months. Upon com- 
pletion of the manuscript, which 1s 
three-fourths done now, Miss Rus- 
sell will send it off to Random 
House, by whom it was accepted 
several weeks ago. Present plans 
will have ‘‘And So I Came To 
Hollywood’’ coming off the Ran- 
dom House presses in the late Fall. 


OLIVIA SETS STYLE 


Olivia de Havilland now playing 
in ‘‘Four’s A Crowd,’’ at the 
Strand, is rapidly becoming a fash- 
ion-setter for the younger set of 
Hollywood because she always con- 
trives to have something exciting 
and new. 

At the Philharmonic concert one 
evening, she appeared with a gold 
kid evening bag having a satin- 
lined and padded compartment 
which she used as a muff. The 
effect was dramatie with an all- 
white ensemble. Another one of 
Olivia’s tricks is a _ shirtmaker 
dress of striped tub silk with a 
monk’s collar lined in blue which 
can be pulled up as a hood and a 
laced blue shepherdess belt match- 
ing the lining of the collar. 





rehearsal slap sounded so _ nice. 
Poor Patrice: ?? 

She referred, we knew, to Patric 
Knowles, the ‘‘he who gets slap- 
ped’’ and whacked and beaten up 
generally by the ladies in ‘‘ Four’s 
a Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. com- 
edy scheduled to open Friday at 
the Strand Theatre, with Errol 
Flynn and Rosalind Russell com- ° 
pleting the quadrangle. 

‘¢This morning I slapped him,’’ 
continued Olivia. ‘fOr rather I hit 
him with my fist as Director Cur- 
tiz told me to. It hurt, I know, 
because he said it did, but he took 
it standing up, as we fighters say. 

“‘Then at noon today, Jimmy 
Cagney visited the set. When he 
heard about our ‘fight’ he asked 
me how I was hitting Pat. I 
doubled up my fist again and start- 
ed to show him. But Jimmy stop- 
ped me. 

‘¢ “Never hit anyone with your 
knuckles,’ he said, ‘unless you 
really want to hurt them. When 
you strike, turn your wrist just 
before you land the blow. Turn it 
so that the impact is on the side 
of your thumb and index finger. 
Then you won’t hurt him so much.’ 

‘Well, this afternoon I did it 
that way. Mr. Curtiz was making 
us do the scene all over again for 
the fourth or fifth time. Poor Pat 
wasn’t very happy about it. I ex- 
plained that I would hit him the 
way Jimmy told me to hit and 
that it was practically guaranteed 
not to hurt. 

*'Pat’s a lot taller than I am, 
you know, so I had to swing way 
up high to cateh him on the cheek. 
But when I turned my fist, just 
as Jimmy Cagney had told me to 
do, I missed Pat’s cheek and hit 
him on the neck. It knocked him 
over. And brought tears to his 
eyes, too. 

‘¢When I realized I had knocked 
a man down and had really hurt 
him, I was sorry, but he recovered 
and forgave me and I’m still glow- 
ing inside with the knowledge that 
I CAN knock a man down. I want 
to try it again sometime. 


WALTER CONNOLLY 
GETS ATRAIN RIDE 


Walter Connolly isn’t going to 
pop Casey Robinson in the nose, 
but he is in a mood to admonish 
Casey. 

Connolly plays the irascible mil- 
lionaire in ‘‘ Four’s A Crowd,’’ the 
Warner Bros. comedy now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre, and his 
erstwhile 
friend, Robin- 
jon, was the 
3cenarist who 
dressed the 
story into the 
form in which 
it was shot. 

In the course 
of doing so, 
Oasey fixed the 
script so that 
Millionaire 
Connolly had 
to be shown 
playing with a 
miniature railroad line outdoors on 
the Connolly film estate. 

Now, the somewhat rotund Mr. 
Connolly is not a man who is 
strong for kneeling down and push- 
ing little toy electric trains up and 
down a track, and when the tracks 
run for 600 feet, as they do in the 
sereen situation which Mr. Robin- 
son imagined, the observers on the 
set where the scenes were filmed 
were treated to expressive sound 
effects by Mr. Connolly, who puff- 
ed and huffed and chuffed louder 
and wheezier than any toy loco- 
motive ever did. 

“*T could forgive Robinson per- 
haps — puff, puff,’’ said Connolly, 
“if he didn’t make the toy trains 
— puff, puff, puff — so confound- 
ed interesting, that he has me 
thinking of getting some myself.’’ 
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1939 Fashions 


Previewed In 


New Comedy 










For Fashion art see four- 
column layout on Page 19 
in the Exploitation section. 


For “Four’s A Crowd,” the 
Warner Bros. comedy co- starring 
Olivia de Havilland and Rosalind 
Russell with Errol Flynn, which 
opens Friday at the Strand Thea- 
tre, Orry-Kelly, the noted War- 
ner Bros. designer turned out en- 
sembles that have a crisp air of 
1939 to them. 

In a street costume for Olivia, 
Orry-Kelly revives the tremen- 
dous vogue for mess jackets he 
started when he made one for 
Ginger Rogers to wear in “Forty- 
Second Street.” The new short 
version of the jacket is in navy 
wool with lapels piped in olive 
green wool. The sleeveless dress 
is made of the green material 
while all accessories, including a 
saucer-brimmed straw hat, are 
navy. 

Olivia’s dinner dress with 
short sleeves has a square-shoul- 
dered bodice of wool challis 
which shows tiny red and white 
figures, picked up with sequins 
against a black background. For 
clever contrast in materials the 
floorlength voluminous skirt and 
wide crushed girdle are black 
taffeta. 

Orry-Kelly favors costume jew- 
elry with street clothes and has 
designed a gold necklace in which 
chains form a lacy pattern for 
Rosalind Russell to wear with a 
green and rust striped rodier 
wool suit. This suit is made 
with a brief bolero which has 
very full sleeves gathered at the 
wrist and a blouse of rust crepe. 

Another soul-satisfying street 
costume in Rosalind’s screen 
fashions is based on a tubular- 
skirted soft wool dress, the skirt 
of which is green and the shirt- 
maker top of which is beige. 
Over this goes a sleeveless sweat- 
er hand-knitted from a yarn as 
hard as twine and in the same 
natural shade. The topping swing 
jacket is green and black tweed 
in a herringbone weave. 





WANTS TO BE COWBOY 


Pat Knowles, the English actor, 
is trying to convince Warner Bros. 
Studios that he could do a series 
of Western pictures. 

Knowles, whose latest picture is 
‘“Pour’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy at the Strand Thea- 
tre, with Errol Flynn, Olivia de 
Havilland, and Rosalind Russell in 
the other leading roles, confesses 
that he has always wanted to be an 
American cowboy and one of his 
first acquisitions after moving into 
his new San Fernando Valley ranch 
home will be a ten-gallon hat, a 
pair of chaps and a cow pony. 





LIKES ‘MELODRAMMER’ 


Walter Connolly, who appears 
in ‘*Four’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, as Olivia de Havil- 
land’s irascible grandpappy, owns 
a unique collection of old melodra- 
mas, and his collection includes 
hundreds of the period from 1850 
to 1900, when American playgoers 
were being treated to the most 
lurid of ‘‘ Villainy-Doesn’t-Pay’’ 
sentimental melodramas. 





MEET G. B. DISTEMPER 


Michael Curtiz, who doesn’t al- 
ways remember the names of his 
players, said one day on the set of 
‘“Four’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy now showing at the 
Strand, ‘‘Put Distemper over there 
in the other corner.’’ ‘‘ Distem- 
per’’ was simply Curtiz’s name for 
‘*G.B.,’’ wire-haired Irish terrier 
used in the picture. The director 
had forgotten ‘‘G.B.’s’’ name and 
‘*Distemper’’ seemed appropriate 
to him as a name for a dog. 
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FOUR'S A CROWD and this crowd's a panic when they switch mates at the altar and set off on a double honeymoon. 
(Left to right) Rosalind Russell, Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland and Patric Knowles, who play the crowd in "Four's A 
Crowd" the swiftly-paced and streamlined comedy hit which is currently packing them in at the Strand Theatre. 





PATRIC KNOWLES, who had to 
take a sock on the chin from 
Olivia de Havilland in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ said that the first two 
or three times didn’t hurt but on 
the twentieth take it shook him to 
the heels. ‘‘ You know,’’ he said, 
‘feven the constant dripping of 
water will wear away a stone.’’ 
c) 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND’S 
lunch is no dainty little salad. 
She always orders a heavy order 
of roast beef, or similar meat dish, 
with plenty of potatoes and other 
vegetables, to be topped off with 
a rich dessert, and never worries 
about putting on poundage. Olivia’s 
latest picture is ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy. 
& 


ERROL FLYNN, the he-man and 
adventure merchant, can’t take his 
tea straight—he fixes it up with 
orange blossom honey and cream, 
much to the surprise of fellow 
‘“Four’s A  Crowd’’ players to 
whom he served the concoction. 
es 


MELVILLE COOPER got a gold 
sock and buskin to wear on his 
watch chain as a gift from his 
wife on the occasion of his 25th 
anniversary as an actor. He was 
working at the time in ‘‘Four’s 
A Crowd.’’ 


How A 3-Way Phone 
Conversation Is Filmed 


Errol Flynn was at his office 
desk in upper Manhattan. Rosa- 
lind Russell was downtown in a 
Park Row newspaper office. 
Olivia de Havilland was lying on 
her bed in her luxurious Long 
Island home. And they weren't 
thirty feet apart. It was all an 
invention of Director Michael 
Curtiz for a three-way telephone 
scene in "Four's A Crowd," the 
comedy now showing at the 
Strand. If you follow the picture 
numbers you'll see ow it was 
done. (1) Director Michael Cur- 
tiz directs. (2) Flynn at his desk. 
(3) Miss Russell at her desk. 
(4) Olivia makes herself comfy. 
Cameras A, B, and C photo- 
graph their respective subjects, 
while three separate sound 
tracks pick up the hilarious con- 
versation, in which Flynn, a. 
phone in each hand, makes si- 
multaneous dates with his two 
beauteous fiancees. 


Mat 205—30c 


Interesting Spot 


MICHAEL CURTIZ committed 
another assault on the English 
language one day on the set of 
‘‘Four’s A Crowd,’’ he noticed 
that a laborer was sitting on a 
much-needed reflector. ‘‘Blank- 
blank,’’ shouted Mike, ‘‘get your- 
self off that sunshine.’’ 


Of Interest To Women 


Olivia de Havilland, advances 
the theory that in order to get 
the best effects from cosmetics, 
they should be kept at their 
proper temperatures. For ex- 
ample, lipstick goes on more 
smoothly when it has been 
warmed slightly. Creams and 
astringents are much more ef- 
fective and refreshing if kept 
in a cool place. Just try it and 
find out for yourself. 





Note to gadabouts from 
Rosalind Russell: To eut your 
packing problem in half make 
up a box of beauty prepara- 
tions in sample-size containers 
and keep it in your week-end 
bag. Saves wear, tear and 
waste of your regular cosmetics, 
and also insures you against 
spending a glamorless week-end 
because you forgot to pack your 
indispensable powder base. 





ROSALIND RUSSELL’S answer 
to smart cracks of ‘‘why?’’ when 
she mentions the title of her novel 
“¢And So I Came To Hollywood’’ 
is ‘‘To get material for a book.’’ 
Rosalind was working on the final 
pages of her manuscript while she 
was playing in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy. 
e 


When Michael Curtiz wanted to 
stimulate his cast to better 
‘“‘takes’’ during the filming of 
‘¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy coming to the Strand 
Theatre Friday, he would say, 
‘“Remember today is Wednesday.’’ 
Wednesday is payday at the War- 
ner studio. When somebody would 
muff a line, he would say, ‘‘ You’re 
working like Tuesday.’’ 

e 


The highest compliment Michael 
Curtiz can think to pay an actor 
is to say, ‘‘He’s a nice bum.’’ 
The director of ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ divides actors into two 


classes — nice bums’ and lousy 
bums according to ability. 
e 


ROSALIND RUSSELL gave her 
stand-in, Mildred Crawford, a 
complete new Spring outfit. to cel- 
ebrate Miss Crawford’s first year 
with the star. Their latest picture 
together is ‘‘Four’s A Crowd.’’ 





(Current) 


Mister 
Flynn 


Prefers — — 


‘¢Miss Otis regrets.’’ 

A president did ‘‘not choose to 
vig ba eld 

An actor who ‘‘prefers to be 
fishing’’ writes a new national 
quote. 

Errol Flyn»n, having completed 
‘<Four’s A Crowd,’’ now playing 
at the Strand Theatre, went away 
to spend a well-earned vacation on 
his new yacht, the Sirocco, sailing 
aimlessly about the Caribbean. 

One day Flynn anchored at Ha- 
vana and the Warner Bros. branch 
manager there immediately plan- 
ned a program of interviews and 
entertainment for the actor and his 
wife, Lili Damita. Dutifully enough 
Flynn agreed to the necessary in- 
terviews, according to a letter re- 
ceived by the Warner Bros. for- 
eign office, but the invitation to be 
shown the city—which naturally in- 
volved several banquets, after din- 
ner speeches, long motor trips and 
sight-seeing tours—was courteously 
declined. 

The Havana manager explained 
this. He was not provoked, he in- 
timated. He merely reported facts. 

‘¢Mr. Flynn prefers to be fish- 
ing,’’ he wrote the home office. 


TRAINS AND DANES 
BAR SET VISITORS 


The ‘*No Visitors’’ sign had 
to be hung on the door of Stage 
22 at Warner Bros. Studio by ex- 
ecutive order in-an effort to put 
studio business back on a regular 
routine during the days when 
scenes for ‘‘Four’s A Crowd,’’ 
the Warner Bros. comedy now at 
the Strand, were being shot there. 

The notables in the cast — Er- 
rol Flynn, Rosalind Russell, Olivia 
de Havilland, Patric Knowles and 
Walter Connolly — were not the. 
stellar attractions. 

It was toy trains, ten of them, 
which were set up on the stage 
and which ran like real trains, and 
eighteen Great Danes, which also 
could run. The only difference be- 
tween the trains and the Danes 
was that the trains ran on tracks 
instead of all over. 

The miniature railroad system, 
which was complete to signal tow- 
ers and stop-look-listen signs, was 
a working reproduction of the real 
thing. It attracted dozens of writ- 
ers, players, technicians and office 
help to the set, most of whom stood 
by in almost childish awe to watch 
the trains run. Then, when they 
finished with the trains they turn- 
ed to the Danes. 

The visitors not only helped 
confusion to reign on Stage 22, 
but they also neglected their reg- 
ular jobs, as a result of which the 
‘*No Visitors’’ sign went up. 








PERFUME SETS MOOD 


Michael Curtiz, director of 
‘*Four’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy playing at the Strand 
Theatre, ordered Olivia de Havil- 
land and Rosalind Russell to wear 
perfume—the more seductive, the 
better—in romantic sequences of 
the picture. Errol Flynn and Pat- 
rice Knowles were the subjects of 
what Curtiz hoped would be aro- 
matic hypnosis. 

The director is a strong believer 
in perfumes as ‘‘mood setters.’’ 
He believes they can inspire ro- 
mance more effectively even than 
soft, sentimental music. 





WHAT A PROBLEM! 


Olivia de Havilland reported 
that she had delusions of grandeur 
as a result of her first role as an 
heiress, which was in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy 
now showing at the Strand Thea- 
tre. In the story Olivia is supposed 
to be heiress to $8,000,000. She 
said she couldn’t figure out what 
she would do with all that money 
if she really had it to spend. 


CROWD PULLERS 


Mts news: 


“FOUR’S” A DOUBLE WEDDING: Big double wedding se- 
quence in film leads to the reliable “stage a wedding” stunt. 
Watch the papers for real double wedding announcements 
just in case one falls close enough to your playdate; if not, 
try to get to couples who would be interested in the many 
prizes that go along with the event. Final publicity punch 
is that the foursome go off on their honeymoon together. 












S REPORTER SLANTS 


1. Conduct contest for embyro news- 
hounds. Paper gives ‘em an event to 
cover; best story is printed with passes 
going to winning writer. 





WHAT WOULD YOU DO: In the picture Walter Connolly 
gives away twenty-five million dollars to charity. This sug- 
gests a newspaper contest in which readers are asked to 
tell how they would give away that much money. Award 
passes and promoted prizes to the best answers. 







2. Ask readers to watch paper for 
most important story of the week. 
Prizes to persons who hand in best 
reasons for their selections. 








3. Invite newshawks to be your guests 
on particular night as a special stunt. 


4. Conduct proof reading contest. 
Readers are asked to try and find mis- 
spelled words in a publicity story on 
“Four's a Crowd.” 





PROMOTION CONTEST: Newspapers are always in the 
market for good circulation-building stunts. In keeping with 
Errol Flynn’s role as a public relations counsellor, arrange 
contest with local paper for readers’ ideas on contests and 
promotion. Prizes to those suggesting best plans. 








9. Newspapers offer prizes to those 
who write best review of film. 





—\old it please: 


“LUCKY FOUR” CONTEST: Have photographer visit base- 
ball fields, stadiums, or other places where large crowds 
gather and “shoot” pictures of sections of the audience. The 
faces of a group of four are circled and the pictures printed 
in local paper — one each day. People identifying them- 
selves are awarded passes. 





START ‘EM TALKING — about the title. Some will disagree 
that “Four’s a Crowd.” Whether two couples on a date are 
more fun than just a two-some. Subject could also be used 
for lobby or street broadcast: “When Is ‘Four A Crowd’?” 


LAUGH, CROWD, LAUGH 


Laughing contest with cooperation of 
local paper or radio station. Men and 
women foursomes appear on stage 
giving off heartiest chuckles, most pe- 
culiar laugh, deepest laugh, etc. En- 
trants, invited by station announce- 


PHOTOG IN WINDOW: Station photographer inside pop- 
ular merchant's display window. Sign explains that shots 
of onlookers will be taken through window; their pictures 
will then be placed on display in theatre lobby. First four in 
the crowd to identify themselves are winners of guest passes. 


CANDID CAMERA PROMOTION: Contest for amateur pho- 
tography enthusiasts. Picture-snatchers to submit photos giv- 
ing the best pictorial interpretation of the title — “Four’s a 
Crowd.” Possibilities of photos with comic treatment is limit- 
less. Stunt should be welcomed by papers as novel feature. 
Might have camera dealer sponsor the stunt also giving the 
prizes. Local paper's photo ed acts as judge. 


ris 


ments, news stories and trailers, are 
auditioned before program goes on air. 
Contestants are privileged to do what 
encourages them to go into their best 
laughs. Event is covered by news 
photogs and makes unusual picture 
material for breaks. 


* * * 


Caption writing contest will intrest 
town’s amateur gag men. Idea is to 
have paper run one comic scene from 
‘Four’s a Crowd” each day with space 
for contestants to write their own cap- 
tions (but funny). Prizes for most hu- 
morous lines. Stills Nos. AR-14, FC-136, 
FC-419, FC-445, especially suited to 
comic treatment, are available from 
Campaign Plan Editor at 10c each. 


In Case You Missed The Train Tie-up Turn Back 


OR EXPLOITATION 





dlow the crowd | 


FOUR’S IN FRONT: This picture offers a good opportunity to 
work out title tie-ups with automobile dealers by having them 
furnish an open car with four persons in the front seat to 
drive through the streets. Banners carry copy: “‘Four’s a 
Crowd’ at the Strand Theatre — but not in the new roomy 
(name of car) etc.” 












DOGGY CONTEST: Conduct a “Trained Dog Contest” open 
to dogs of any description, pedigreed or mongrel. Two 


(This cut available as 3 col. scene mat illustrated 
on inside cover page.) 







couples, dressed in evening clothes and carrying signs, lead JUMBO TELEGRAMS 
parade of dog entries through busy sectors. Stunt ties in Every branch office of the Western 
with flock of canines used in “Four’s a Crowd” and should Pe eee ee | oe June tele 





; which is inserted in this press book. 
be good for picture breaks and stories from columnists. Have the jumbos imprinted with thea- 
tre and playdates. Arrange window 
and counter displays with scene stills. 










7 ee - ae Other co-operative angles might in- 

THAT LOBBY PUNCH: For the first time in her career Olivia SiGe nsepia GavGll Grace eneen eee 

de Havilland socks a man (Patric Knowles). Which gives envelopes; house-to-house distribution 

E of heralds by messenger boys; ban- 

you a chance to make use of the punch bag stunt. Erect a ners on bicycles. For additional copies 

punching bag with head of Patric Knowles painted on the of jumbo telegrams see your local 

: ; " Warner Bros. Exchange. They're free 
cover. Invite patrons to: “Step up and take a sock! while they last! 





(Below) Olivia de Havilland, one of (Below) Rosalind Russell is the 
the stars of ‘“‘Four’s A Crowd,” wears ultra smart girl about town in 
a chalk white crepe dinner dress with the smocked wool dress with boxy 
an unusual corselet treatment, accented waistlength tweed jacket she 
by a wide alligator belt. wears in “‘Four’s A Crowd.” 


(Above) The page-boy influence (Above ) Rosalind’s cohitn teeta 
is noted in Olivia’s trim little ning frock is molded from ribs to 
town suit. The tiny fitted jacket i hips _by subtly draped folds which 
is a newer version of the pop- give it the desired new longer waistline. 


ular bolero, 





“FOUR FROCKS” CONTEST pe et Se ee oe, TEASER DISPLAYS in lobby get 
worked in conjunction with across the fashion angle. Peep- 
women’s wear stores. Idea is hole box labelled ‘For Ladies 
for contestants to visit shops and EASTERN ISLES TIE-UP Only.” Inside are fashion stills 
pick out a four dress wardrobe, Guill of Glee de. Genileckdewrearia and copy. De Havilland stills 
hand in list (with name of store man-tailored pajamas is the basis with copy above: ‘Are You The 
where each item is available) for Los ngnenee nae plewéranal ae pe See ft: a suk 

t the box-office. Illustrate an- mats, 8x10 stills, 11x14 mounte e esigned for Olivia de 
ey sete oe Aes ado showcards, 30x 40 blowup ee Sealed - wear in ‘Four’s A 
and lobby with fashion stills of ee ae seat tage ova Ame Crowd’.” Russell stills carry copy 
de Havilland. Committee of Importing Co., 16 W. 34th St., N. Y.C. Are You the Queenly Type?” 
fashion editors act as judges. Write for 12 fashion stills $1.00. 





To Pages 12 and 13 And Get On The Right Track 
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RROL Fn” oui Tn 
rosa 4S SELL" KHOUILES 


LOBBY ST sr errs 
Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you how your theatre 
can have these displays at a reasonable weekly rental. 
Write to: 


EG AMERICAN DISPLAY CO., Inc. 
15¢ each 525 W. 43rd Street New York City 











9. x 12° LITHO Bek A Le 


We tried this herald out on a number of theatre managers who pop in the office from time to 
time and they tell us it’s a ‘“‘ticket seller.’’ Ask for a sample at your local exchange and see for 
yourself. We're willing to lay odds that you’ll agree and what is more, you'll increase your usual 
order. The prices are no higher for this 4-page job—the back page is ready for your imprint. 
Buy in large quantities and take advantage of ihe lowest price. 
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&. x 10 SEPIA 
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Ask your Vitagraph Ad Salesman for 
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Lead Story 


Brilliant Cast In ‘Four’s A Crowd’ 
Lop-Notch Comedy Coming To Strand 


Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, 
Rosalind Russell, Patric Knowles 


Star Quartet Of New Laugh Hit 


With a cast topped by Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Patric Knowles, 
‘¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ Warner Bros. 
swiftly-paced comedy romance, will 
be the next attraction at the 
Strand Theatre starting Friday. 
Walter Connolly, Hugh Herbert, 
Melville Cooper and Franklin 
Pangborn are also featured. 

In the filming of ‘‘Four’s A 
Orowd,’’ the objective of every one 
concerned was to set a new all-time 
laugh record, and, in keeping with 
this laudable purpose, there is not 
a single moment in the picture 
which is intended to be taken se- 
riously. 

The quartette to whom the title 
refers is made up of Errol Flynn, 
as a former newspaper editor who 
has become a high-powered public 
relations counsellor; Olivia de Hav- 
illand, as a spoiled heiress to many 
millions; Rosalind Russell, as a 
clever and witty, as well as good- 
looking, newspaper reporter; and 
Patric Knowles, rich playboy en- 
gaged to wed Olivia, who inherits 
the paper on which Rosalind works. 

The crowding to which the mem- 
bers of the quartette subject each 
other begins when Pat decides to 
end his newspaper’s existence be- 
cause it is losing money but is 


VILLAND! 


SEE PRICES ON BACK COVER 





roundly denounced by the out- 
spoken Rosalind, who ends her ti- 
rade with the advice that all the 
owner need do to turn his paper 
into a moneymaker is to hire a 
live-wire newspaperman like Errol 
as managing editor. 


Pat takes the advice, Errol re- 
turns te the newspaper business, 
and, looking for 4 sensational issue 
to arouse interest, launches a se- 
ries of attacks on Olivia’s grand- 
father, played by Walter Connolly, 
who is an irascible and unscrupu- 
lous millionaire business brigand 
with two hobbies—miniature rail- 
road trains and a pack of eighteen 
Great Danes which he is wont to 
sic on unwelcome visitors to his es- 
tate. 

Errol meets Olivia and gives her 
the romantic rush, although he is 
also courting Rosalind. He is so 
successful with Olivia that she 
breaks her engagement to Pat, and 
the latter turns to Rosalind for 
solace. He gets it—and an elope- 


Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. 


Pictures, Inc. present 


ERROL FLYNN «© OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
ROSALIND RUSSELL © PATRIG. KNOWLES 


“FOUR’S A CROWD” 


with 


WALTER CONNOLLY @ HUGH HERBERT 
MELVILLE COOPER 


Directed by Michael Curtiz 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson and Sig Herzig 
From a Story by Wallace Sullivan 


A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 


Country of origin U. S. A. Copyright 1938 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


ment. This merry mix-up proves 
the truth of the title, but the final 
scene in the office of a bewildered 
justice of the peace clears up the 
matter. 


That the justice is played by 
Hugh Herbert is a cue to the hila- 
rious aspects of the dual wedding 
scene. He tries his best to dis- 
suade the foursome from their 
marital intentions, but after much 
switching of partners, two pairs 
are wed, and set off on a honey- 
moon with Connolly and the Great 
Danes in hot pursuit. 


Throughout the story are’ seat- 
tered scores of hilarious incidents, 
such as the race of the miniature 
railroad trains, in which Errol re- 
sorts to trickery to insure victory 
of his entry over Grandpa’s pet 
flyer. Responsible for most of 
these incidents are Casey Robinson 
and Sig Herzig, who wrote the 
screen play, which is based on a 
story by Wallace Sullivan. Michael 
Curtiz directed. 


wie 


WALTER CONNOLLY 


HUGH HERBERT 


MELVILLE COOPER 
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


RUPEE PLAY BY cAIEY 
FROM 


BUGRRERN onc 1G HER ZIG 
& VIORY S¥ WALLACE TULLIVGN 


| A WARNER BROS, PICTURE 








Mat 201—30c 


ERROL FLYNN, conquering hero of so many great film romances, sets out to 
conquer hearts and gets one more than he bargained for in "Four's A Crowd," 
the romantic comedy which is coming to the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


| Bob Lansford 
Lorri Dillingwell 
Jean Christy 

5% Patterson Buckley .. 

John P. Dillingwell 


Jenkins 


40% 


Bingham 


Preston 


ete ls Rare Errol Flynn 
Olivia de Havilland 
Rosalind Russell 
Patric Knowles 
Walter Connolly 
Hugh Herbert 
Melville Cooper 
Franklin Pangborn 


....Herman Bing 
Margaret Hamilton 
.... Joseph Crehan 
Joe Cunningham 
..Dennie Moore 
Lansford’s Ist Secretary Gloria Blondell 
Lansford’s 2nd Secretary. Carole Landis 
Mrs. Jenkins 


Buckley’s Secretary . 


..... Reine Riano 


100% . PRODUCTION STAFF 


Directed by 
40%, Screen Play by 


Michael Curtiz 


Casey Robinson and 
Sig Herzig 


40% Wallace Sullivan 


25%, Photography by 


Film Editor 
3% 
2% 


5% 


LENGTH — 8245 FEET 


Ernie Haller, A.S.C. 


Clarence Kolster 


Dialogue Director ... Irving Rapper 
..Leo F. Forbstein 
.....Robert B. Lee 
....Max Parker 


_... Orry-Kelly 


Musical Director 
Sound by ..... 
Avi? Divedor |... 0... ic. 


Gowns by 


RUNNING TIME — 91 MINUTES 








Advance Feature 


An Actor By Trade, Flynn 
Is Adventurer By Choice 


Errol Flynn’s life divides into 
several major activities. 


Most of his time of course, 
goes to motion pictures, for he 
is one of Hollywood’s biggest 
stars. 


But Errol has other absorp- 
tions. 

One of these is his investments. 
Partly in California real estate, 
partly in stocks and bonds, partly 
in endowment insurance, and 
partly in yachts, the young ac- 
tor has had creditable success 
with his efforts to make two dol- 
lars sprout where he planted only 
one. 

Another pet activity is Flynn’s 
writing. He is quite professional 
about it; already has one remun- 
erative adventure volume (“Beam 
Ends’’) and several magazine ar- 
ticles to his credit; and applies 
himself intermittently to the 
completion of another book and 
additional magazine stories. 

But none of these things sup- 
plies a main motive for Flynn. 
That arises from his zest for out- 
door adventure. Flynn intends 
eventually to duplicate in real 
life some of the deeds which the 
scenarists have given him for his 
picture stories. 


Before he launches on his 
career as gentleman adventurer, 
however, the young Scotch-Irish- 
man wants to have the savings 
from a number of years of film 
stardom with which to finance his 
expeditions and to cushion any 
future bad luck. That is where 
the tieup between Flynn’s career, 
which mildly amuses him, and his 
future career, which engrosses his 
ambitions exceedingly, comes in. 


It has made Flynn very clear- 
headed about budgeting his ener- 
gies, planning his future, and 
handling his finances. 

When Errol is assigned to a 
new picture, he always tries to 
get a second film scheduled upon 
the heels of the first one, so that 
he will be able to add the two 
vacation periods together, and 
take the double time off at the 
end of the second film instead of 
two brief rest periods between 
assignments. His longer vaca- 
tions he devotes to deep sea 
cruises. 

That is what he did in the 
case of “Four’s A Crowd,” his 


City Room 
The McCoy In 
New Comedy 


Newspapers and newspapermen 
look like newspapers and newspa- 
permen in ‘‘ Four’s A Crowd,’’ the 
Warner Bros. comedy with Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Patrie Knowles 
which opens Friday at the Strand. 

Michael Curtiz, devotee of real- 
ism and director of ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ saw to that as soon as 
he made a visit to the Los Angeles 
newspapers when he got his latest 
directorial assignment. 

Curtiz for long had believed that 
newspapers were run in what is 
now known as the style of ‘‘ movie 
journalism.’’ He thought report- 
ers wore gin bottles for bouton- 
nieres, threw everything on the 
floor, typed with their feet on the 
desk and comported themselves in 
the manner to which audiences 
have long since been accustomed. 

His visits to the plants and of- 
fices of three metropolitan dailies 
changed Curtiz’s mind and brought 
one of the secreen’s initial repre- 
sensations of the press as it is. The 
newspaper sets in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ in fact, are almost exact 
reproductions of one of the papers 
Curtiz visited. Reporters and exee- 
utives look like reporters and exee- 
utives. They act the way real news- 
papermen do. 

Curtiz’s penchant for realism ex- 
tends to his technique with laugh- 
ter as well, that’s why ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd’’—although a comedy from 
fade-in to fade-out, is such satis- 
fying entertainment. 


latest Warner Bros. picture, 
which opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. He went into this im- 
mediately after finishing his 
many weeks of work on “The 
Adventures of Robin Hood,” but 
as soon as “Four’s A Crowd’ was 
completed he hastened to Miami, 
Fla., to meet and board his new 
78-foot ketch, “Sirocco.” 

Flynn also owns a 50-foot yawl, 
“Cheerio II’; and he drives and 
prizes a 19-foot speedboat. No 
other actor in Hollywood can sail, 
or has sailed, the deep water as 
Flynn has. He has been both 
ordinary seaman and navigator 
on small schooners threading the 
reefs of the East Indies. In 
short, he has salt in his blood — 
and salt, like murder—will out! 
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Olivia Finds Socking Man 
Is A Very Pleasant Thrill 


By CARLISLE JONES 


Olivia de Havilland, sometimes 
called ‘‘ Little Olivia,’’ sat on her 
feet in the big chair—the one with 
springs—and grinned impishly. 

‘¢Today,’’ she said wickedly, ‘‘I 
slapped a man. It was wonderful! 
And such fun. I want to do it 
often.’’ 

This reporter, who for the past 
three years has regarded Olivia as 
the personification of gentleness, 
could hardly believe his ears. 

‘‘T didn’t intend to hurt him, 
of course, because I’m not mad 
at him, really, you know. But the 
rehearsal slap sounded so nice. 
Poor Patric.’’ 

She referred, we knew, to Patrice 
Knowles, the ‘‘he who gets slap- 
ped’’ and whacked and beaten up 
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PATRIC KNOWLES, who had to 
take a sock on the chin from 
Olivia de Havilland in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crewd,’’ said that the first two 
or three times didn’t hurt but on 
the twentieth take it shook him to 
the heels. ‘‘ You know,’’ he said, 
‘feven the constant dripping of 
water will wear away a stone.’’ 
e 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND’S 
lunch is no dainty little salad. 
She always orders a heavy order 
of roast beef, or similar meat dish, 
with plenty of potatoes and other 
vegetables, to be topped off with 
a rich dessert, and never worries 
about putting on poundage. Olivia’s 
latest picture is ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy. 
@ 


ROSALIND RUSSELL’S answer 
to smart cracks of ‘‘why?’’ when 
she mentions the title of her novel 
‘And So I Came To Hollywood’? 
is ‘*To get material for a book.’”’ 
Rosalind was working on the final 
pages of her manuscript while she 
was playing in ‘‘Four’s A 
Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. comedy. 
@ 


When Michael Curtiz wanted to 
stimulate his cast to better 
‘‘takes’’ during the filming of 
‘¢Four’s A Crowd,’’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy coming to the Strand 
Theatre Friday, he would say, 
‘“Rememver today is Wednesday.’’ 
Wednesday is payday at the War- 
ner studio. When somebody would 
muff a line, he would say, ‘‘ You’re 
working like Tuesday.’’ 











Of Interest To Women 


Olivia de Havilland, advances 
the theory that in order to get 
the best effects from cosmetics, 
they should be kept at their 
proper temperatures. For ex- 
ample, lipstick goes on more 
smoothly when it has been 
warmed slightly. Creams and 
astringents are much more ef- 
fective and refreshing if kept 
in a cool place. Just try it and 
find out for yourself. 





Interesting Spot Items 


MICHAEL CURTIZ committed 
another assault on the English 
language one day on the set of 
‘*Four’s A Crowd,’’ he noticed 
that a laborer was sitting on a 
much-needed reflector. ‘‘Blank- 
blank,’’ shouted Mike, ‘‘get your- 
self off that sunshine.’’ 


The highest compliment Michael 
Curtiz can think to pay an actor 
is to say, ‘‘He’s a nice bum.?’? 
Theo cdirector*)ofa)S°Rour’s “A 
Crowd,’’ divides actors into two 


classes — nice bums and lousy 
bums according to ability. 
@ 


ei 








STORY SYNOPSIS: (not for pub- 
lication) Errol Flynn loves Olivia 
de Havilland, who loves Patric 
Knowles who loves Rosalind Rus- 
sell—who isn't telling! Added 
complications: Errol works for Pat- 
ric, and is boosting the circula- 
tion of his newspaper by writing 
lampoons on Walter Connolly, pi- 
ratical old millionaire and Olivia's 
grandfather, then plays both ends 
against the middle by getting 
himself hired as Connolly's press 
agent. From there on, the story 
wends its hilarious way to a double 
wedding, in which the frolicking 
foursome is finally divided up in 
two twos — for life! 


Mat 204—30c 
TWO IS COMPANY — especially when one of them is the be-dimpled Olivia 


de Havilland and the other is the handsome and roguish Errol Flynn, but they 
find out that "Four's A Crowd''— the merriest film comedy of the year. 








generally by the ladies in ‘‘ Four’s 
a Crowd,’’ the Warner Bros. com- 
edy scheduled to open Friday at 
the Strand Theatre, with Errol 
Flynn and Rosalind Russell com- 


‘pleting the quadrangle. 


‘¢This morning I slapped him,’’ 
continued Olivia. ‘fOr rather I hit 
him with my fist as Director Cur- 
tiz told me to. It hurt, I know, 
because he said it did, but he took 
it standing up, as we fighters say. 

‘‘Then at noon today, Jimmy 
Cagney visited the set. When he 
heard about our ‘fight’ he asked 
me how I was hitting Pat. I 
doubled up my fist again and start- 
ed to show him. But Jimmy stop- 
ped me. 

‘¢ “Never hit anyone with your 
knuckles,’ he said, ‘unless you 
really want to hurt them. When 
you strike, turn your wrist just 
before you land the blow. Turn it 
so that the impact is on the side 
of your thumb and index finger. 
Then you won’t hurt him so much.’ 

‘Well, this afternoon I did it 
that way. Mr. Curtiz was making 
us do the scene all over again for 
the fourth or fifth time. Poor Pat 
wasn’t very happy about it. I ex- 
plained that I would hit him the 
way Jimmy told me to hit and 
that it was practically guaranteed 
not to hurt. 

‘“Pat’s a lot taller than I am, 
you know, so I had to swing way 
up high to catch him on the cheek. 
But when I turned my fist, just 
as Jimmy Cagney had told me to 
do, I missed Pat’s cheek and hit 
him on the neck. It knocked him 
over. And brought tears to his 
eyes, too. 

‘When I realized I had knocked 
a man down and had really hurt 
him, I was sorry, but he recovered 
and forgave me and I’m still glow- 
ing inside with the knowledge that 
I CAN knock a man down. I want 
to try it again sometime. 


(Women’s Page) 


1939 Fashions 


Previewed In 


New Comedy 


For “Four’s A Crowd,” the 
Warner Bros. comedy e¢o- starring 
Olivia de Havilland and Rosalind 
Russell with Errol Flynn, which 
opens Friday at the Strand Thea- 
tre, Orry-Kelly, the noted War- 
ner Bros. designer turned out en- 
sembles that have a crisp air of 
1939 to them. 

In a street costume for Olivia, 
Orry-Kelly revives the tremen- 
dous vogue for mess jackets he 
started when he made one for 
Ginger Rogers to wear in “Forty- 
Second Street.” The new short 
version of the jacket is in navy 
wool with lapels piped in olive 
green wool. The sleeveless dress 
is made of the green material 
while all accessories, including a 
saucer-brimmed straw hat, are 
navy. 

Olivia’s dinner dress with 
short sleeves has a square-shoul- 
dered bodice of wool challis 
which shows tiny red and white 
figures, picked up with sequins 
against a black background. For 
clever contrast in materials the 
floorlength voluminous skirt and 
wide crushed girdle are black 
taffeta. 

Orry-Kelly favors costume jew- 
elry with street clothes and has 
designed a gold necklace in which 
chains form a lacy pattern for 
Rosalind Russell to wear with a 
green and rust striped rodier 
wool suit. This suit is made 
with a brief bolero which has 
very full sleeves gathered at the 
wrist and a blouse of rust crepe. 

Another soul-satisfying street 
costume in Rosalind’s_ screen 
fashions is based on a tubular- 
skirted soft wool dress, the skirt 
of which is green and the shirt- 
maker top of which is_ beige. 
Over this goes a sleeveless sweat- 
er hand-knitted from a yarn as 
hard as twine and in the same 
natural shade. The topping swing 
jacket is green and black tweed 
in a herringbone weave. 
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EXPLOITATION 


dlow the eaial 


FOUR’S IN FRONT: This picture offers a good opportunity to 
work out title tie-ups with automobile dealers by having them 
furnish an open car with four persons in the front seat to 
drive through the streets. Banners carry copy: “‘Four’s a 
Crowd’ at the Strand Theatre — but not in the new roomy 
(name of car) etc.” 
















DOGGY CONTEST: Conduct a “Trained Dog Contest” open 
to dogs of any description, pedigreed or mongrel. Two 





(This cut available as 3 col. scene mat illustrated 
on inside cover page. 
| 





couples, dressed in evening clothes and carrying signs, lead 
parade of dog entries through busy sectors. Stunt ties in 
with flock of canines used in “Four’s a Crowd” and should 
be good for picture breaks and stories from columnists. 


THAT LOBBY PUNCH: For the first time in her career Olivia 
de Havilland socks a man (Patric Knowles). Which gives 
you a chance to make use of the punch bag stunt. Erect a 
punching bag with head of Patric Knowles painted on the 
cover. Invite patrons to: “Step up and take a sock!” 


JUMBO TELEGRAMS 


Every branch office of the Western 
Union will display the jumbo telegram 
which is inserted in this press book. 
Have the jumbos imprinted with thea- 
tre and playdates. Arrange window 
and counter displays with scene stills. 
Other co-operative angles might in- 
clude: inserts in all incoming telegram 
envelopes; house-to-house distribution 
of heralds by messenger boys; ban- 
ners on bicycles. For additional copies 
of jumbo telegrams see your local 
Warner Bros. Exchange. They’re free 
while they last] 











“FOUR FROCKS” CONTEST 
worked in conjunction with 
women’s wear stores. Idea is 
for contestants to visit shops and 
pick out a four dress wardrobe, 
hand in list (with name of store 
where each item is available) 
at the box-office. Illustrate an- 
nouncements in store window 
and lobby with fashion stills of 
de Havilland. Committee of 
fashion editors act as judges. 


TEASER DISPLAYS in lobby get 
across the fashion angle. Peep- 
hole box labelled “For Ladies 
Only.’ Inside are fashion stills 
and copy. De Havilland stills 
with copy above: ‘Are You The 
Cute Type? See the frocks Orry- 
Kelly designed for Olivia de 
Havilland to wear in ‘Four’s A 
Crowd’.”’ Russell stills carry copy 
“Are You the Queenly Type?” 
Write for 12 fashion stills $1.00. 





Wald it please, 


“LUCKY FOUR” CONTEST: Have photographer visit base- 
ball fields, stadiums, or other places where large crowds 
gather and “shoot” pictures of sections of the audience. The 
faces of a group of four are circled and the pictures printed 
in local paper — one each day. People identifying them- 
selves are awarded passes. 


CANDID CAMERA PROMOTION: Contest for amateur pho- 
tography enthusiasts. Picture-snatchers to submit photos giv- 
ing the best pictorial interpretation of the title — “Four’s a 
Crowd.” Possibilities of photos with comic treatment is limit- 
less. Stunt should be welcomed by papers as novel feature. 
Might have camera dealer sponsor the stunt also giving the 
prizes. Local paper's photo ed acts as judge. 


PHOTOG IN WINDOW: Siation photographer inside pop- 
ular merchant's display window. Sign explains that shots 
of onlookers will be taken through window; their pictures 
will then be placed on display in theatre lobby. First four in 
the crowd to identify themselves are winners of guest passes. 
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THREE-SHEETS 
50to 99 326 each 
100 & over .............28¢ each 








SIX-SHEETS 
25 to 49 ..............80¢ each 
50 to 995 W0cieach 
100: & oversea ©. 60c each 



















24-SHEET PRICES: 
$2.40 each 


$2.25 each 
$2.00 each 
$1.75 each 








ALSO AVAILABLE: 


Regular Window Card: 


5¥ec each 


4c each 


Rental 20c each 
11x14’s (Set of 8) Rental 35c 


8x10 Color Glos (Set of 10) 
Rental 9c each 


Rental 12c 
Rental 75c 


9X12 LITHO HERALD 


FOR 5M OR OVER 


$3°OOper......M 
FOR LESS THAN 5M 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 





for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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